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I. Installation & Setup

A. Installation

In order to operate the MicroPoint with in NIS-Elements, it is necessary to install both the driver for the MicroPoint hardware and the NIS-Elements Module. It is assumed that the proper version of NIS-Elements (3.0 SP8 (Build 548)) is properly installed prior to installing the drivers and the Module.
i. Order of Installation

a. Install NIS-Elements
b. Install MicroPoint Module
1. Copy the MicroPoint Installation file to a Local Directory. (i.e. C:\Nikon )

2. Double click on MicroPoint.msi
3. Press Next button.
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4. Press Finish button.
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c. Install the MicroPoint Drivers
I. Vista 32 Installation

1. Plug the MicroPoint controlling box’s USB cable into an open USB slot on the PC.

2. Turn on the MicroPoint. Windows will automatically find the new hardware. Select “Locate and install driver software (recommended).”
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3. Select “Browse my computer for driver software.”
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4. Press Browse… button and select the location C:\Program Files\Nikon\Shared\Drivers\MicroPoint.
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5. Press Next button. 
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6. Select “Install this driver software anyway.”
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II. XP 32 Installation

1. Plug the MicroPoint controlling box’s USB cable into an open USB slot on the PC.

2. Turn on the MicroPoint. Windows will automatically find the new hardware. Select “Install from a list or specific location (Advanced).”
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3. Press Next button.
4. Check Include this location in the search: and the location to C:\Program Files\Nikon\Shared\Drivers\MicroPoint.
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5. Press Next button. 

6. Press Continue Anyway button.
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7. Press Finish button.
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ii. Delivered Files and Locations

1. C:\Program Files\Nikon\Shared\dlls\MicroPointGUI.dll
2. C:\Program Files\Nikon\Shared\macros\MicroPoint.mac

3. C:\Program Files\Nikon\Shared\Drivers\MicroPoint\FTD2XX.DLL

4. C:\Program Files\Nikon\Shared\Drivers\MicroPoint\FTD2XXUN.INI

5. C:\Program Files\Nikon\Shared\Drivers\MicroPoint\FTD2XX.INF

6. C:\Program Files\Nikon\Shared\Drivers\MicroPoint\FTD2XX.SYS

7. C:\Program Files\Nikon\Shared\Drivers\MicroPoint\FTD2XXUN.EXE

8. C:\Program Files\Nikon\Shared\Drivers\MicroPoint\FTD2XX.LIB

9. C:\Program Files\ Nikon\Shared\docs\MicroPoint Instructions.doc

10. C:\Program Files\ Nikon\Shared\docs\ROI Help.pdf

II. Frequently Asked Questions

1. I never installed the MicroPoint Module in Vista, but when I plugged the MicroPoint into my PC, it never asked me to install the driver. The device works, why?

The MicroPoint is an FTDI device. Some devices such as Shutter Filter wheel also use FTDI. Vista is smart enough to realize it can use drivers install for a different device fro the MicroPoint.
2. Why won’t NIS-Elements remember the last position of the MicroPoint Dialog?

Check the NIS-Elements Build number and confirm that is it Build 548 or higher.
3. Occasionally I get the following dialog box:
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Why?

When the MicroPoint Module was trying to collect the location of a double-click on the live window it instead got a single click or an accidental keyboard stroke instead. Generally the MicroPoint Module is smart enough to ignore these inputs but occasionally it will try to interpret this input and then display the above dialog box. It is recommended to press the Cancel button. This should be no ill effects cause by selecting Cancel.
4. Why is Auto Calibrate not working?

They could be several different reasons for why the Auto Calibrate would not be working, but the most common reasons are that the calibration slide is not in focus. Just because one field of view is in focus, it does not necessary mean that the image will still be in focus several fields of views away. Sometimes it is believed that the best focus was achieved while focusing a calibration point. It is not uncommon for sharp edges to form on a Calibration Point when it is out of focus but for there to be a halo around a calibration point when it is in focus. This is why it is recommended to find a landmark, such as a scratch, to focus on for this calibration process.
5. It seems like I have to increase the Power Filter Position to get the same power delivered. Why? 

They could be several different reasons for why powered delivered is decreasing. One of the most common reasons is that the Dye Pack needs to be changed.
6. Occasionally when Show MicroPoint Region is check the MicroPoint Region is not shown or the MicroPoint Region is shown without Show MicroPoint Region being checked. Why?

When one chooses to perform some actions through NIS-Elements and not through the MicroPoint Module, this can happen. This issue is easily solved by clicking the Show MicroPoint Region check box. 

7. I do not see MicroPoint encoded in the HASP Key. Why?

The MicroPoint Module is encoded as NIS Special No. 4
8. When installing NIS-Elements I do not see the install option for the MicroPoint. I have NIS Special No. 4 encoded on my HASP Key. Where is the Module and why is it not working?

The MicroPoint Macro is not included in the core package of NIS-Elements. There should be a separate CD included with NIS-Elements that contains this software. If the CD is missing please contact your Nikon representative to obtain the Module.

9. Can I Fire the laser at the same time as I image?
 

Yes, if the interval of the phase of an ND experiment is shorter then the Est. Time, the laser will be firing at the same time as the image capture. (Not necessarily the exact time but the two will be happening concurrently.)   

10. Can I make just a single phase time-lapse that will generate the ROI(s) and image at the same time?

No, while it is possible to generate a pattern in a single phase, the ND experiment itself must contain at least two time phases.  It is okay if the first time phase is a “No Acquisition Phase” for a very short period of time.


11. After I install the Module (using the installation program), is there anything else I need?

Yes, the NIS-Elements HASP key must be programmed (NIS Special No.4) for this Module (as any other module).  Part #97154.


12. I know the MicroPoint Module is HASP key protected and the customer must pay for it, but how do I demonstrate it?  

The Module is automatically enabled in the demo HASP keys.

13. Does this Module work with Vista 64?

No. Current the MicroPoint Module only works with XP and Vista 32.

14. What versions of NIS-Elements will this work for?

This Module will work with Version 3.0, service pack 8 (build 548) or later

15. Will this MicroPoint Module work in NIS-Elements BR?
 
Yes, the MicroPoint Module will work in NIS-Elements BR with the condition that the Advanced Interpreter (API) module (part # MQS42510) is purchased as well.
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